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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , MR. DUN5TAIM. AT THE NATIONAL 
NINE NETWORK LUNCHEON. HOTEL A U S T R A L I A . 1 5 . 3 . 7 2 . 
MR. DAV IES , MR. PACKER, MR. McKAY, GENTLEMEN: 
THANK YOU FOR ASKING ME - ONE OF MARSHALL McLUH®N'S GLOBAL V I L L A G E R S - TO 
^ H I S GATHERING OF V I L L A G E ELDERS . 
I EXTEND A PARTICULAR WELCOME TO YOUR INTERSTATE GUESTS. 
. ADELAIDE IS A F INE C ITY TO V I S I T AT ANY T I M E . BUT, NOW, AT THE HEIGHT OF THE 
, F E S T I V A L I T ' S AT I T S ' V E R Y BEST AND I HOPE' 'THAT Y O U ' L L BE ABLE DURING'YOUR STAY 
TO 5AMPLE SOME OF THE LOCAL AND V I S i T I N G ATTRACT IONS . 
S I R , THE MORE RECONDITE (AND ST IMULAT ING) THEORIES OF PROFESSOR McLUHAN 
A S I D E , I B E L I E V E THE BASIC FUNCTION OF T E L E V I S I O N AND T E L E V I S I O N STATION 
OPERATORS IS THAT WHICH LORD RE ITH ONCE DEFINED FOR RADIO: "TO EDUCATE, 
INFORM AND E N T E R T A I N " . 
NOW OBVIOUSLY - AND TH IS IS PART ICULARLY TRUE OF THE COMMERCIAL STATIONS -
E N T E R T A I N M E N T SHOULD 'TAKE F I R S T P L A C E . 
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PEOPLE WANT - AND HAVE A RIGHT - TO S I T DOWN IN THE EVENINGS AND ENJOY A 
RATTL ING GOOD WESTERN OR SEAMY SAGA OF THE DOCTOR 'S SURGERY . SOMEWHAT FEWER 
OF THEM ALSO WANT TO WATCH "MACBETH " , "THE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD" 
® W H I C H NINE HAS JUST THOUGHTFULLY PROVIDED ) OR A SYMPHONY CONCERT. 
THERE MAY BE MUCH ARGUMENT ABOUT WHICH OR WHAT MIX OF WHICH TYPE OF 
ENTERTAINMENT SHOULD BE PROVIDED AT A PART ICULAR T I M E . 
THERE CAN ALSO BE GREAT ARGUMENT ABOUT WHERE SUCH PROGRAMMES SHOULD O R I G I N A T E -
THE AUSTRAL IAN CONTENT DEBATE . BUT NEITHER AUDIENCES NOR STATION OPERATORS 
WOULD SERIOUSLY QUESTION THE PROPOS IT ION THAT ENTERTAINMENT IS THE F I R S T AMONG 
R E I T H ' S EQUALS . 
AS A VIEWER I ' M AS INTERESTED AS THE NEXT MAN IN THE ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTED 
TO ME. AS A P R A C T I T I O N E R IN WHAT CAN BE ROUGHLY DEF INED AS P U B L I C A F F A I R S 
^ ' H CONCERNED WITH THE EDUCATIVE AND INFORMATIONAL FUNCTIONS OF T E L E V I S I O N . 
I T * S ENORMOUS POWER TO INFLUENCE PEOPLE IS OBVIOUS . 
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NO OTHER MEDIUM IS AS IMMEDIATE AND DRAMATIC IN I TS IMPACT - WHICH IS PERHAPS 
WHY I T ' S BEEN SUGGESTED THAT PRES IDENT NIXON CHOSE TO LAUNCH HIS 1972 E L E C T I O N 
CAMPAIGN BY S A T E L L I T E FROM P E K I N G . NO OTHER MEDIUM HAS THE C R E D I B I L I T Y OF 
^ E L E V I S I O N . 
TH15 GIVES T E L E V I S I O N EXECUT IVES VERY GREAT POWER AND VERY GREAT R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y . 
I B E L I E V E THAT TH IS HAS GENERALLY BEEN EXERC ISED WITH PROPER CARE AND 
I M P A R T I A L I T Y BY BOTH P U B L I C AND COMMERCIAL CHANNELS IN A U S T R A L I A . 
CERTA INLY MY OWN EXPER IENCE WITH CHANNEL NINE HERE AND ELSEWHERE IN A U S T R A L I A 
HAS L E F T ME WITH GREAT RESPECT FOR I T S E X E C U T I V E S ' P R O F E S S I O N A L I S M AND 
F A I R N E S S . 
I THINK ONE OF THE MOST ENCOURAGING TRENDS ON THE AUSTRAL IAN T E L E V I S I O N SCENE 
IN RECENT T IMES IS THE NEW EMPHASIS ON CURRENT A F F A I R S PROGRAMMES AND AGAIN 
^ H I S IS A F I E L D IN WHICH NINE HAS TAKEN A L E A D . 
T H I S IS A WHOLLY GOOD T H I N G . AN A L E R T , INFORMED P U B L I C IS NOT ONLY E S S E N T I A L 
TO OUR SYSTEM OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E GOVERNMENT IT IS THE BE5T GUARANTEE OF I T S 
MAINTENANCE . 
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I F T H E R E ' S BEEN A QUIET CHANGE OF EMPHASIS TOWARDS CURRENT A F F A I R S RECENTLY 
THERE WILL SOON BE A MAJOR ONE. 
COLOUR T E L E V I S I O N WILL NOT ONLY HAVE A B E N E F I C I A L E F FECT ON THE INDUSTRY AS A 
^ I H O L E , IT MAY HAVE A S I G N I F I C A N T E F FECT ON P U B L I C A T T I T U D E S TO CURRENT E V E N T S . 
TO C I T E ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC EXAMPLES; ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT YET F U L L Y 
RESEARCHED, I T SEEMS THAT COLOUR T E L E V I S I O N HAD A MAJOR IMPACT ON AMERICAN 
ATT I TUDES TO THE V IETNAM WAR. FOR THE F I R S T T IME THE MASS OF PEOPLE AT HOME 
SAW CONFL ICT NOT AS A BLACK , WHITE AND GREY A F F A I R BUT AS SOMETHING WHICH 15 
L I T E R A L L Y BLOODY. WE CAN DO NO MORE THAN SPECULATE ON WHETHER T H I S WOULD HAVE 
A P P L I E D IN AUSTRAL IA AS W E L L . BUT IT WILL CERTA INLY BE I N T E R E S T I N G - MX AND 
HOPEFULLY I T MAY BE L I F E - S A V I N G - TO 5EE WHETHER THE ARR IVAL OF COLOUR 
ST IMULATES CONSCIOUSNESS OF OUR T E R R I B L E ROAD ACCIDENT T O L L . 
^ T THE OTHER END OF THE 5PECTRUM IT WILL ALSO MEAN THAT THE P O L I T I C I A N S 
WI L L SOON HAVE TO CHECK VERY CAREFULLY THAT T I E S , SH IRTS AND SU ITS ARE COLOUR 
CO-ORDINATED BEFORE HEADING FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE. 
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51R , I KNOW THAT THE N INE NETWORK 15 WELL ON THE ROAD TO COLOUR AND HAS 
SPENT CONSIDERABLE T IME AND A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY IN GETTING TO TH IS STAGE . 
I T ' S NOT SURPR IS ING THOUGH, S INCE YOU ESTABL ISHED AN EARLY T R A D I T I O N OF 
J S P O N S E TO P U B L I C DEMAND. YOURS WA5 THE F I R S T NETWORK TO BEGIN OPERATIONS 
AS SUCH IN AUSTRAL IA AND THE FOUR COMPONENT STATIONS WERE THE F I R S T TO BEGIN 
IN THEIR S T A T E S . 
AND IN COMMENDING THE N INE NETWORK FOR I T S E N T E R P R I S E AND I N I T I A T I V E I ' M 
NOT JUST BEING P O L I T E . AFTER A L L , I HAVE P ICKED CHANNEL 9 TONIGHT TO E X P L A I N 
OUR SHOPPING HOURS POL ICY TO 50UTH A U S T R A L I A N S . 
THANK YOU. 
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